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CaribbeanTales is proud to present the 9th annual CaribbeanTales 
International Film Festival (CTFF), set for September 3 – 13. The 11-
day festival aims to embody Caribbean culture through the lens of 
filmmakers. It will showcase Caribbean films from 15 selected countries 
around the region including 10-feature length and 20 short films in 
competition for the CTFF Audience Prize. It will also include an intensive 
four-day Market Incubator program as well as various networking 
sessions. 
 
The festival kicks off with a delicious Caribbean reception beginning at 
6:30 p.m. on Wednesday September 3, in association with the Consulate 
General of the Republic of Trinidad & Tobago in Toronto at the Royal 
Cinema, 608 College Street, Toronto.  The evening’s agenda will be an 
introduction of the Market Incubator’s participants and comments from 
founder Frances-Anne Solomon and what’s new with CaribbeanTales. We will 
hear from our major sponsors, such as the Consular General Dr. Vidhya Gyan 
Tota-Maharajand and our special guest The Mighty Sparrow! 
 
The reception will be followed by the World Premiere screening of The 
Glamour Boyz Again! Sparrow.  The feature-length documentary reveals 
a remarkable acoustic performance by two of Calypso’s most venerated 
figures, The Mighty Sparrow and Lord Superior. “This film is great cultural 
archive for the region,” said Malinda Francis, festival director. “This year 
we continue to explore the various authentic lens of the Caribbean; My Lens: 
CaribbeanTales celebrates our lens, our perspective.” 
 



From September 4 – 7, the festival hosts the Market Incubator, which 
gives eight selected filmmakers an opportunity to hone their creative and 
business skills, through workshops and one�on�one mentoring by world-
class specialists. It will culminate in a pitching session in front of 
international funders and buyers at the TIFF Bell Lightbox. The fest also 
organizes a number of intimate events at the University of Toronto with 
many opportunities to network informally with international industry players. 
The Market Incubator is coordinated by Dr. Rita Deverell and Nicole Brooks, 
which include feature workshops by mentors such as Rodney Smith, 
Christopher Laird and Dr. Keith Nurse, amongst other industry professionals. 
 
Festival screenings run September 8, 10, 12 & 13 at The Royal Cinema, 
608 College Street, Toronto. The films will screen Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday at 6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m., and Saturday at 2:30 p.m., 6:00 p.m. and 
9:30 p.m.  
 
Tickets can be purchased online at www.caribbeantales-events.com.  Tickets 
also may be purchased one hour before each screening at The Royal 
Cinema, 608 College Street. Please check with the schedule before 
purchasing. 

• Opening Night Reception and Film: $25 Early Bird till August 15, $35 
promotion price till September 1 and  $45 at the door while tickets are 
available. 

• Regular programs: $10 Early Bird till August 15, $12 promotional price 
till September 1 and $15 at the door.  

• Festival Pass (ten screenings) $80 Early Bird till August 15, $100 
promotional till September 2 and $120 at the door.  

 
WEDNESDAY, SEPT 3 – “Opening Night Gala and Reception” 
6:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
6:30 p.m.  
Caribbean Reception, in association with the Consulate General of the 
Republic of Trinidad & Tobago in Toronto 
9 p.m. 
Short Program 
s. La Joie de Lire - The Joy of Reading 
Dominique Telemaque, Haiti/Dominican Republic, 2014, 14 min, Kreyol with 
English subtitles, World Premiere, PG 
Lolo, a 7-year-old boy who is passionate about learning to read, is on a 
mission to obtain a book needed for school. He reaches a crossroad where 
he reflects on his struggles and learns a valuable life lesson. 
Screener is available upon request 
 
 



    
  

      
s. After Mas 
Karen Martinez, Trinidad & Tobago/U.K., 2013, 20 min, English, PG 
After Mas is a story of a love that flourishes under the cover of darkness 
during the festival of J'ouvert on the streets of Trinidad. In the midst of the 
bacchanalian excitement the two young leads, ABI and CURTIS (dressed 
respectfully as a Red Devil and a Blue Devil) are thrown together through a 
chance event. The feeling between them intensifies as they are carried along 
by the music, and as dawn breaks, they return to their separate and very 
different lives. When they meet again will they be able to transcend societal 
constraints and find love with each other? 
Screener is available upon request 
 
 
Feature Program 
f. The Glamour Boyz Again! Sparrow  
Geoffrey Dunn, Trinidad and Tobago, 2014, 65 min, English, World Premiere, 
PG 
The feature-length documentary reveals a remarkable acoustic performance 
by two of Calypso’s most venerated figures, The Mighty Sparrow and Lord 
Superior, was filmed during the production of Calypso Dreams in 2002 on 
the rooftop of the Hilton Hotel overlooking Port of Spain. The film will include 
reminiscences by both Sparrow and Superior, whose friendship dates back 
more than 55 years, to the mid-1950s. Sparrow’s execution at the Hilton is 
arguably his best-rendered acoustic performance ever recorded. The session 
will be intercut with previously recorded interviews of Sparrow and Superior 
at separate venues.  

 
MONDAY, SEPT 8  
6:30 p.m. - “Indigenous Caribbean”  
Co-presented with MUSKRATMagazine 
Short Program 
s. The Amerindians  
Tracy Assing, Trinidad and Tobago, 2013, 14 min, English, PG  
What does it mean to be indigenous today? In the film, The Amerindians, 
director/writer Tracy Assing makes a personal exploration of her roots as a 
member of the Santa Rosa Carib Community based in Arima. The 
community celebrates the Santa Rosa Festival annually and its Queen 
Valentina Medina is Assing's great aunt. In the documentary, she examines 
the way the story of indigenous people has been recorded. The structure of 
the Santa Rosa Carib Community, its politics and its belief system are also 
explored. The future is uncertain - the Santa Rosa Carib Community may 
soon have to find a new Queen, but what does it mean to be the Queen? 
What does it mean to be Carib in Trinidad? 
Screener is available upon request 



 
 
Feature Program 
f. Yurumein (your -o- main) 
Andrea Leland, St. Vincent, 2013, 50 min, English, PG  
Yurumein  (Homeland) is a documentary film which recounts the painful past of the 
Caribs on the island of St. Vincent in the Caribbean, their extermination at the hands of 
the British 200+ years ago, the decimation of their culture on the island, and their exile 
to Central America where much of that culture survived, even thrived. The film also 
explores what few cultural ruminants of the Caribs, also known as Garifuna, still exist on 
St. Vincent and the beginnings of a movement to teach and revitalize the Garifuna 
language, music and dance, and ritual to younger generations of Garifuna/ Caribs on St. 
Vincent. 
Q & A: Director/filmmaker will be in attendance.  
  
9:30 p.m. - “Political People”  
Feature Program 
f. Thunder in Guyana  
Suzanne Wasserman, USA/Guyana, 2003, 50 min, English, PG 
Filmmaker Suzanne Wasserman grew up fascinated by her glamorous cousin 
Janet. At 23, Janet Rosenberg, a beautiful nursing student born and raised in 
Chicago, fell in love with a handsome dental student from a country no one 
in her family had even heard of. Together, the political power couple became 
known as the founders of modern Guyana, and in 1997, Janet became the 
first American-born woman to lead a nation. 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPT 10  
6:30 p.m. - “Caribbean Literature” 
Short Program 
s. Passage, Kareem J. Mortimer, The Bahamas/Haiti, 2013, 16 min, Kreyol 
with English subtitles, PG 
Passage 
This film tells the story of a young woman and her brother fighting for 
survival while being smuggled into the US on a fishing vessel. 
Screener is available upon request 
 
Feature Program 
f. Poetry is an Island - Derek Walcott 
Co-presentation with St. Lucian Tourist Board  
Ida Does, St. Lucia, 2013, 105 min, English, PG 
Derek Walcott, Poetry is an island, is a feature documentary film about 
Nobel laureate, poet, playwright, and visual artist, Derek Alton Walcott 
(1930). The film depicts an intimate portrait of Walcott, as we visit his art 
studio, his childhood home, and his current residence in St. Lucia. It also  



    
  

      
 
includes exclusive archive material from the Nobel Prize Festivities in 1992. 
Finally, and perhaps most importantly, this film is about Walcott’s poetry. 
 
In Poetry is an island we share Caribbean moments with Walcott as we visit 
some of his favorite places, his studio, and St. Lucia home. We travel 
through St. Lucia and encounter childhood friends whose ‘lives became 
poetry’ through Walcott’s work. We discover the anger and frustration that 
the poet holds against the downtime of the arts as he talks to us about the 
meaning of poetry to him personally, and about the significance of art for 
humanity. Family members reveal some of the poet’s life challenges, and 
people who have worked with him speak frankly about their experiences 
with Walcott. Poetry is an island is an intimate portrait of the man, the poet, 
and son of the Caribbean: Derek Walcott. 
Screener is available upon request 
 
9:30 p.m. – “Caribbean – Journey Home”  
Short Program 
s. Not Today 
Mandisa Pantin, Trinidad & Tobago, 4 min, English, PG  
Sometimes the worst thing that can happen is coming home. 
Screener is available upon request 
 
s. NOKA (Keeper of Worlds)  
Sean Escayg, Trinidad & Tobago, 2014, 22 min, English, 14A 
NOKA (Keeper of Worlds) is a coming of age story centered on an eight-
year-old American boy named Gabriel. He suffers from a rare form of 
schizophrenia and like his now deceased grandfather, is a timid recluse. 
While at a wake in honor of his grandfather; Gabriel encounters an old 
'friend' of the family who challenges his concepts of reality. The man named 
Midnight gives him his grandfather's greatest possession, his journal. This 
journal opens a portal into a parallel world filled with creatures and ancient 
mystics; challenging his beliefs and empowering the young boy. 
 
Feature Program 
f. Elza  
Mariette Monpierre, Guadeloupe, 2011, 80 min, French with English 
Subtitles, PG 
Bernadette, a single mother in Paris, tries to provide her daughters with 
everything. She is thrilled when her eldest, Elza, is the first in the family to 
graduate from college earning a master’s degree summa cum laude. But she 
breaks her mother’s heart by running away to their native Guadeloupe in 
search of a distant childhood memory: the father she barely remembers. 
This feature debut by writer/director Mariette Monpierre offers an unusual 



insider’s view of lush island culture as she captures the passion and 
contradictions of this family. 

   
FRIDAY, SEPT 12 
6:30 p.m. – “Queer Caribbean: Spotlight on Richard Fung” 
Short Program 
s. Antiman 
Gavin Ramoutar, Guyanna, 2011, 20 min, English, PG 
Set in Guyana, South America, Antiman is a film about self-discovery and 
masculinity in the Caribbean. Anil, an introverted young boy, is pressured by 
his abusive father Max to become a skillful cricket player the way he himself 
was years before. Although skilled in the game, Anil refuses to play and 
takes refuge in his love for Dano, an older boy in the village. In order to 
attend the local masquerade and see the boy he pines for, Anil must win the 
cricket tournament. 
 
s. Islands 
Richard Fung, Canada, 2002, 9mins, English, PG 
In Islands, Fung deconstructs the 1956 John Huston film Heaven Knows Mr. 
Allison to comment on the Caribbean’s relationship to the cinematic image. A 
story of the unrequited love of a shipwrecked American marine (Robert 
Mitchum) for an Irish nun (Deborah Kerr), Heaven Knows Mr. Allison is set in 
1944 in the Pacific, but was shot in 1956 in Tobago using Trinidadian 
Chinese extras to portray Japanese soldiers. The artist’s Uncle Clive was one 
such extra, and Fung searches the film for traces of his presence. 
 
Feature Program 
f. Dal Puri Diaspora  
Richard Fung, Canada/Trinidad & Tobago, 2012, 80 min, English, PG 
The recipe for dal puri traveled with indentured workers from India’s 
Gangetic plain to southern Caribbean colonies of Britain and the Netherlands 
in the 19th Century. In the 1960s the wrapped roti migrated from Trinidad 
to North America, where it is known as Caribbean or West Indian roti and is 
popular in cities like New York and Toronto. As the dish moved from home 
fire to street stall to restaurant chain, and from festival to fast food, the 
flatbread was radically transformed in ingredients, cooking method, ways of 
eating and identity. Shot in Toronto, Trinidad and India, this documentary 
tracks dal puri’s remarkable passage across space and time, linking 
colonialism, migration and the globalization of tastes. The documentary 
features interviews with leading food writers and scholars including 
Pushpesh Pant, Naomi Duguid, Brinsley Samaroo, Radhika Mongia and 
Patricia Mohammed. 
Director Richard Fung will be in attendance.  
 



    
  

      
 
9:30 p.m. – “Best of the Fest”  
Feature Program 
f. Kingston Paradise  
Mary Wells, Jamaica, 2013, 90 min, English, 14A 
Finding himself stuck in the violent ghettos of Kingston, Jamaica, a 
sympathetic street hustler (Christopher “Johnny” Daley) devises a daring but 
not-so-clever plan to steal a fancy sports car, right under the owner’s nose, 
after which things rapidly go downhill...until he finds himself at rock bottom 
and begins to realize that he has to change in order to fulfill his dreams. 
 
Awards: CaribbeanTales Festival Award Winner, Best Diaspora Feature, 
African Movie Academia Awards (AMAA) 2014, Festival Programmers Award- 
Narrative Feature: Pan-African Film Festival 2014, Audience Award and 
Special Mention Best Mention CaribbeanTales Toronto Film Showcase 

 
SATURDAY, SEPT 13 
2:30 p.m. – “Caribbean Canadian Spotlight” 
Short Program 
s. We Each Have Our Armies 
Bobby Del Rio, Canada, 2013, 9 min, English, PG 
A Caucasian man and his Indian girlfriend have their relationship torn apart by 
their families. They have one night to decide if they will be together forever, or 
never see each other again. 
Screener is available upon request 
 
Feature Program 
f. Colour Me 
Sherien Baroum, Canada, 2011, 76 min, English, PG 
Colour Me is a documentary film that will change the way you think about 
race. We follow motivational speaker Anthony McLean into the ethnically 
explosive city of Brampton, Ontario - where is his forced to critically examine 
his own identity while mentoring six youth grappling with theirs. At a time 
when statistics on black youth in crime, dropouts, and pregnancy are rising, 
we ask 'why' while exploring the confines of race, the complexity of identity 
and the need to find our voice. 
 
f. Cricket Nation 
Stephen Young-Chin, Canada, 2012, 44 min, English, PG 
It's one of the most popular sports on the planet and has a strong root in 
Canada's history. Cricket Nation looks at the widespread impact of the game 
on various Canadians including some beer league hockey players who gave 
the sport a try. 
 



6 p.m. – “Caribbean Revolutions” 
Feature Program 
f. Forward Ever: The Killing of A Revolution  
Bruce Paddington, Grenada, 2013, 150 min, English, 14A 
The 1983 US-led invasion Grenada was criticized widely. The United Nations 
(UN) called for a cessation of the ‘armed intervention’. While, the UN 
Security Council stated that it ‘deeply deplores the armed intervention in 
Grenada, which statutes a flagrant violation of international law.’  
 
The invasion echoed around the world and ended a unique experiment in 
Caribbean politics. What were the circumstances that led to this 
extraordinary chain of events? This comprehensive, gripping and revealing 
documentary tells the story of the Grenada revolution as never before. The 
film features extensive, previously unseen file footage, as well as old and 
new interviews with many of the key players of the time. 
Screener is available upon request 
 
 
9:30 p.m. – “Bajan Invasion! Closing Night and Awards” 
Short Program 
s. Botched, Trinidad and Tobago,  
Dominic Koo, Trinidad & Tobago, 2014, 20min, English, 14A 
Down on his luck, under confident and owing money to two bumbling 
gangsters (Cecil and Anders), Brian attempts a kidnapping to get the cash 
back fast, but ends up kidnapping the worst possible guy, Jonah who doesn't 
have a care in the world, or a cent to his name. Forced to hide Jonah in his 
mother's house Brian has to contend with her ball-busting ways, and the fact 
that two angry and armed gangsters are going to show up very soon 
demanding money he doesn't have. When he's kicked out of his home by his 
mother with his sexual orientation under her scrutiny, the gangsters show 
up at his front door. He then decides to man up and try to save his mom and 
his pride. 
 
Feature Program 
f. Two Smart 
Shakirah Bourne & Ricky Redman, Barbados, 2014, 90 min, English, R 
Two Smart, featuring Alison Hinds, is a Barbadian psychological thriller 
about a disgruntled married couple and a hitchhiker trapped in a gully during 
a tropical storm. 
Q&A with Co-directors and filmmakers Shakirah Bourne & Ricky 
Redman, and actor Alison Hinds  
 
 
 



    
  

      
 
 
For additional information, the public may call CTFF/CaribbeanTales Office:  
416-598-1410 or festival cell 647-533-6443 or visit http://caribbeantales-
events.com. 
 
Like us on Facebook & tweet us @CaribbeanTales 
 
Images and screeners are available upon request.  
Please add this information to your listings. 
We are presently confirming interviews. Thank you! 
 
For media information: 
Planet3 Communications Ltd. – Joanne Smale/Erica Brown/Sarah Zajac  
T: 289-296-6223 M: 416-554-2637 E: info@planet3com.net 
 
About CaribbeanTales International Film Festival - CTFF 
CaribbeanTales International Film Festival is a group of companies that 
produce, markets and exhibits Caribbean-themed films for regional and 
international distribution. CaribbeanTales Worldwide Distribution, links 
quality Caribbean movies and their audiences everywhere; the 
CaribbeanTales Film Festival Group, produces events and training programs 
worldwide; CaribbeanTales.ca, a non-profit based in Toronto, Canada, that 
produces educational programs through film, contributing to an inclusive 
Canadian society, and CT-TV an online Channel featuring The Best Caribbean 
Films Worldwide. 
 
CaribbeanTales Worldwide Distribution 
CaribbeanTales Film Festival Group 
Newz From CaribbeanTales 
CaribbeanTales, Canada 


